JSTOR is a not-for-profit service that helps scholars, researchers, and students discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content in a trusted digital archive. We use information technology and tools to increase productivity and facilitate new forms of scholarship. For more information about JSTOR, please contact support@jstor.org.
Characteristics of gonads and oviducts in hatchlings and
. Captured snakes were immediately placed on ice to retard digestion of prey. In the laboratory sex, weight (to nearest g), and snoutvent length (SVL, to nearest mm) were recorded for each snake. Mandible length, measured from the anteriormost to the posteriormost points of the mandible as determined by external palpation, was recorded to the nearest mm. Prey in stomachs were obtained by dissection and identified. For prey items total length (to nearest mm) and when possible, greatest diameter (to nearest mm), weight (to nearest g) and volume (to nearest ml or ml x 10-' by water displacement in narrow-necked graduated cylinders) were measured. Because of rapid digestion of soft body parts it was not always possible to take any measurements other than total length. Standard length of fish (SL) was computed as 80% of total length (C. Hubbs, pers. Of 274 N. rhombifera examined food was found in 134 (48.9%) stomachs. Of these, 66 (49.3%) were males and 68 (50.7%) were females. The difference between males and females with food was not significant (x2 = .03, P > .50). Despite a great abundance of frogs at the ponds, only 1 (0.5%) out of 195 prey items was a frog (Rana sphenocephala). The remaining items were fish. Each of 102 snakes had one fish in its stomach, 16 had 2 fish, 11 had 3 fish, 3 had 4 fish, 1 had 6 fish and 1 had 9 fish. Of 32 snakes with more than one fish in their stomachs only one (3.1%) had more than one prey category (1 catfish, 1 sunfish). Thus, individual snakes tended to feed within one prey category.
Analysis of snake size classes by the IRI revealed a distinct shift in prey importance from minnows and centrarchids to catfish at a SVL of 50-70 cm (Fig. 1) . Significant correlations were found between all combinations of prey size and snake size measures (Table 1) with the greatest (r = .74) being between SL of prey (fish) and SVL of snake (Fig. 2) . 
